THE 1922 DECLARATION
Tlie Times in the succeeding weeks was a considerable
factor in Allenby's success.
Lord Northcliffe pointed out that Egyptian hopes of
a general settlement had been allowed to grow up un-
checked over a period of two years, and then with the
breakdown of the Adly-Curzon negotiations came such
universal feelings of bitterness and mistrust as to
paralyse government in Egypt. He found a very curious
situation in Egypt. The government of the country since
December had been carried on by Under-Secretaries of
State, and that was a position which could not last
indefinitely, but in the absence of any solution of the
present deadlock there seemed no immediate prospect of
remedying that very unsatisfactory situation. Mean-
while the position of British functionaries, to wrhom
apparently the British Cabinet looked to carry on the
machinery of government, was becoming more and more
intolerable. It appeared to Lord Northcliffe that the
men on the spot had taken the true measure of the situ-
ation, and had acted wisely and with courage. He had
come to the conclusion that the High Commissioner had
prepared the way for the best and most practical means
of getting ahead with the Egyptian problem, and that it
would be expedient to take advantage of his counsels,
since they constituted at once a pledge of Britain's good
faith, which was so urgently needed in Egypt; they would
set the Egyptians w^ell on the path they desired to tread,
and they in no way imperilled the essential interests of
Britain.
In conclusion, Lord NorthclifFe pointed out the fact
that there was much solidarity of opinion in Egypt
behind the efforts of the High Commissioner to arrive
at a modus vivendL This had been unmistakably
evidenced by the large and representative gathering
present at the station on the occasion of Viscount
AUenby's departure for London,
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